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Title: Daughtering and Mothering Revisited 

by Liesbeth Woertman, Janneke Mens-Verhulst (Utrecht University) & Lorraine Radtke (University of Calgary). 

In 1993, the book Daughtering and Mothering, Female Subjectivity Re-analysed was published by twenty authors from six different countries. It went beyond the 1970’s sisterhood metaphor for women’s relationships and took up the mother-daughter relationship as an archetype of real and symbolic generation differences between women in the western world. Thus, the myths about age and power differences were countered, the sexual dimension of female development unraveled, the mutual dynamics emphasized, and the contextual influences on the development of female subjectivity established. 

What is the female subjectivity story twenty years later? Given the ageing of the generation of women who identified with the second-wave feminist movement, one might expect interest in grandmother-daughter relationships. In recent decades, however, the meanings of age have changed in confusing ways that raise interesting questions about female subjectivity. Nowadays, motherhood stretches from the teen years to women in their sixties, who previously would have been positioned in the grandmother/senior citizen category.. And what is happening to women’s power in most western countries? Notably, women’s participation in higher education has rapid increased (50% or more of university student populations), many women earn their own money and have their own careers, and men and women have equal rights (at least by law). Are traditional female ideals such as nurturing and caring disappearing? Have they been replaced by a “superwoman” image of multiple subjectivities in an ageless body without pain and sorrow? And, what costs and benefits accrue from such blurring of generational differences? 

In this roundtable, various generations of feminist scholars will reflect on new ways of understanding the current development of female subjectivity based on empirical studies from several western countries. Our objective is to produce new insights into the relationships between –symbolic - (grand)mothers and (grand)daughters and their ongoing production of female subjectivity . 

As a Round Table we connect with at least three different conference themes:

H. Stories to Tell: Fiction, History & Memory

I. Generations in Feminism: Women’s Movements of Past, Present & Future

J. Cultures of Knowledge: Sciences, Humanities & Feminist Theory

